DRESSED    FOR   A    DANCE    IN    THE   ADMIRALTY    ISLANDS
Men and women dance separately in Melanesia.     The men wear feather-decked headdresses and
commonly carry sticks, which they wave to and fro and raise or lower in the various movements
of the daftce.    Music is provid'ed by drums, the dancers keeping up a monotonous chant
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and wave welcome to the new-comer, and the spirit enjoys all the delights of an eternal feast. He might never reach this Elysium if he had been cowardly in war, or a hack-biter, or a sluggard, for on the one hand Tatovu, with his axe, lay in wait for him, and on the other the dread fisherwomen, who made sweeps in the air with their nets to entangle the unwary soul. If they caught him they bit him in the head as the human fisherwomen do and threw him into their basket, and that, so far as on-e can gather, was the end of him.
In certain sheltered bays the natives firmly believe that female spirits of transcendent beauty make love to unwary mortals and kill them at the first embrace. They will quote the cases of well-known men found dead in these spots.
In the old cannibal days there were traces of totemism.    One tribe would
venerate the shark, because a shark had ferried their ancestress over the waters into safety, another the crab or a particular bird, and in one case even mankind in general. One might not eat the flesh of this protecting genius, and therefore the tribe whose totem was a man was debarred from cannibalism.
While the old cannibals were still living, many attempts were made to ascertain the origin of cannibalism. The argument that it was due to the absence of animal food will not hold good, for there was an ample supply of fish and pork in Fiji, where cannibalism was most developed. On the other hand, there were noted cannibal chiefs upon whom the custom grew until it became an obsession. Generally, however, men were eaten as an act of triumph, and one of the bitterest taunts that could be uttered was to say: " I ate your father/' or, even worse, " I shall eat
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